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I.—Forzien Potrrics. 


har, of the 4th January, hopes that the evil counsels of the 

= won Ansipletiin  teadeetsiin will not induce 

: ~ ie tage mp to FO Sikkim, ery ere 

over Sikkim although she cannot claim possession of it. Any 

wr 89 to annex Sikkim will, sherefore, irritate the Thibetans. The writer 

has heard that Lord Dufferin at one time contemplated an attack upon 
Sikkim. The report, if true, will not redound to his Lordship’s credit. 

— {he Anglo-Indian traders intend to absorb Sikkim under the 
pretext of opening a road to Thibet. Their advocate, the Hnglishman, is 
trving to impose upon Government by saying that China will lend its sup- 
port to the scheme; but the writer assures” Government that a fresh 

mission to Thibet will give serious offence to China. The ill-will of China 

may render the complications in Burmah still more difficult of solution. 

The Lama of Thibet is at present unfavourably disposed towards the British 

Government, and the Thibetans are very brave and warlike. The writer 

warns Government not to precipitate itself into a struggle with Thibet . and 

China without duly considering the gravity of such a proceeding. Trades: 

people may disregard the voice of religion and justice, but rulers of men 

cannot afford to disregard that voice. Every motive, whether self-regarding 
or humane, whether political or religious, should induce Government to 
abandon its idea of annexing Thibet or Sikkim to the Indian Empire. 


1].—Homz ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


2, The Achamita correspondent of the Chdruvdrtd, of the 2nd 


January, complains of the inefficiency of the 
., Thefts near Achamita in Mymen- Joca] police. A theft was recently com- 
mitted in the temple of Gopinath Deb situ- 


ated at Bhog-Betal, a village near Achamita in Mymensingh. The thieves 


here carried off a large quantity of money and ornaments belonging to 
the god. : 


The theft has been reported to the police, and policemen are found at 
all hours of the day in and near the village ; but it is doubtful whether 
they will succeed in tracing the thieves. On the occasion of the last car 


festival a trader lost a large quantity of money, but the police did not 


succeed in detecting the thieves. Government is requested to look to the 
matter. 


3. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 8rd January, says that’ District soxowax sassrvam, 
etic, and Assistant Superintendents of Police serve 4 ** 18% 
— as mere ornaments of the police force. They — 

are good enough for the purpose of keeping their officers under awe and 
fear, and in drilling the constabulary ; but they are good for nothing in the 
matter of detecting and preventing crime. They exert themselves to bring 
about the conviction and punishment of those whom their subordinates 
bring up for trial ; and if a Native Magistrate more than once acquits such 
persons as are accused by the police, these ornamental officers at once set 
themselves against him and endeavour to prejudice the District Magis 
against him. Their interference thus leads to: positive. miscarriag 


by hampering those Deputy Magistrates who fear them in the discharge of 
their duties. That the convictions in police cases are ‘not so: n any asthe — 
Inspector-General of Police would desire is owing to the police “itself, 
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For the police frequently sends up cases" which ‘are not properly supported § 
by evidence. Last year’s statistics show that only $8°8 per cent. of the 
persons.accused by thé police were found guilty and corivicted—~a result 
which demonstrates. the utter inefficiency of the police, and the necessity of 
reorganizing it on a tore satisfactory basis. — . 

. &.. The Chattal Gazette, of the 8rd January, ‘asks why the District 
- . « . +? Superintendent of Police, Chittagong, has 
pate Disteiet Superintendent of prohibited the local Nababidhan Brahmo 
sii - Somaj to carry Sankirian processions through 

the streets ofthat town. i me 
6. The Sanjivant, of the 7th January, says that there is not 9 
A ee single graduate and but very few under. 
Se _ graduates in the Police Department. Of 
educated persons, though not graduates, there is also a very small number in 
that department. The reason why this is so, in spite of the high salaries 
paid in that department, is that educated men prefer to serve on lower 
salaries elsewhere because the police law is very rigorous, because the higher 
police officers, who are for the most part ill-educated, ill-treat the subordi- 
nate officers, and because good men run the risk of losing character in ‘the 
company of corrupt police officers, It is no wonder that police officers 
should be so corrupt, ‘considering the enormous powers with which they are 
vested, and the total want of education amongst the great majority of them. 
The lower officers, such as the jemadars, do not also get adequate salaries. 
A — on a- salary of Ks. 10 obtains only Rs, 9-11 annas after 
deduction of 10 pies in the rupee for the Pension Fund. His annual expen- 

diture on account of his uniform will be at the least as follows :— 


Two coats 
Two pantaloons - a 
One pogn o4 ns ceo 
One belt ae ee 
Three pairs of shoes e eee 
Four pairs of cloth eee 

_ One broadcloth coat ae ove 
One umbrella o6é | eee 


Thus his monthly expenditure on account of uniform amounts to Rs. 2, 
His monthly fooding expense amounts to Rs. 5. And he also 
spends about Rs. 2 monthly upon fine native dress. Thus he has very 
little left for his family. He consequently earns money by dishonest means. 
That officers drawing adequate salaries also take bribes is because they: have 
been accustomed to bribery in the lower ranks of the service. The Sub- 
Inspectors also want money as they have to keep a horse. The police 
oppresses both the complainant and the accused in order to extort money 
from both. The police also oppresses the accused in order to extort confes 
sions from him. Police officers are also ‘addicted to wine and women. Ané 
they can freely indulge in pry ap habits, because wine-sellers, whose 
oe proceedings are winked at by them, supply them with wine free :of 

charge. ; we 
6. The Urdu Guide, of the 11th January, does not think it neces- 

The office of Police Commissioner. ont that the offices of Chairman of ‘the — 
».._ Calcutta Municipality and Commissioner of — 
the Calcutta Police should be held by different persons when police work is 
being satisfactorily done under tie existing arrangement, 2/9 Ca 
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| O—Working oy the Courts, 
7. The 3 
 Beboo Srinath Bhadra, Deputy’ gong, holds. his Cour ‘or 7 
ae cau mmetreslcncite: hd : Steloe at‘ night. On the 28th December 
last he held his Court up to 8.o’clock in the morning. The witnesses had to 
wait outside the cutchery-shivering in cold and exposed to the cold night - 
wind and dew. This was most trying to the suitors’ witnesses, muktears a 
and the amlah of the Court. - —~ AR aes eae : 
Mr. Lyall, the popular Commissioner of Ohittagong, Mr. Maraing, 
the District Judge, and the District Magistrate are all requested to ‘chec 
these vagaries of the Deputy Magistrate. = — ee 
~ -8, : Avcorrespondent of the same pare CHATTAL C-asmTEs. 
Bribery in the criminal courts of publishes the following ‘schedule of ‘bribe : 
— which have to be paid in the Ohittagon 
Criminal Courts :— ee ie aes a 
For bail eee ees eee rer g 8. 0. per cént. me ts 
»» recognisances ‘as a ee ee es 
| »» reporting attendance of witnesses in cases sent éé=#=# _—=«___. 
up by the police ee eee eee a 0-0) | 2 : : 
y» each report in miscellaneous cases:;, wee ORE AB ei Ae 
Copyist for each copy: x. a ioe 4 OD eerie 
The peshkar for getting a case postponed for two or a | ad 
- threedays- asp ee ane ee | : 
The amlahatthe least .... eb» See Oo:8 0°" | 
| 0 
For poor people see eee oe or 
a : 0 ) 4, ty 0 Ry 3 od 
In taking back a deed or otherwise... eee 10:0 : 


This shows what a large amount of illegal gratification is publicly 
taken fromi poor people in the criminal courts of the district. This 
is dacoity in broad daylight. It is hoped that the authorities wil 
make a ‘careful and searching cad into the matt 
| 9. The Sanjévani, of the 7th January, says that at the order of the  sasrum, 

‘manager of a tea-garden in the Nowgéng ‘™™™™*- 
comaaie Aaenuee® "pon s coolio district of Assdm, the garden chowkid 
forcibly dragged aw 


Foie >. were. | hut. w 
Birasa was dragged away, but they did not v sistance. 


‘gone out a 


~ 
, 


athless haste, and found: that bh 
Both sg Ba wife ae arent to the thana. 
giving their deposition there, the manager . arrir 

chowkidar and four or five other Th athe 
were runaway coolies of his gar 1 tha 
they were taken back to the 
only officer present at the 


constable was present he could not 
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manager then endeavoured to peers the coolies to return to the garden, 
But they refused to return, and declared that they would not do so even at 
the risk of having their throats cut, and they would rather go to jail 
than go back to the garden. The ae swore that no further 
oppression would be committed upon them. The coolies said that they 
would be beaten if they went. Finding the coolies firmly resolved not 
to go back, the manager stated to a gentleman that it would be a 
matter of great disgrace if asuit were instituted, and it would be . 
well if the coolies could be persuaded to return. He added that he wag 
ready to give rewards, if necessary, for the purpose. The gentleman told 
the manager to go back, and said that he would try to send the coolies to 
the garden when their anger had subsided. Shortly afterwards a constable 
returned to the thana from his duty. The garden chowkidar told him 
that he would obtain a reward if he took the coolies to the tea-garden, 
The writer-constable also told him to do so. The constable took the coolies 
to the tea-garden at night. The manager who was then in his bungalow 
ave orders for whipping the husband Basudev with thirty stripes of the 
eather strap of the stirrup, and for sending the wife to the coolie line. His 
order was executed. He next ordered that Birasa should be kept in the 
garden and Basudev should be expelled after being again beaten. . While the 
chowkidar was whipping him again Basudev released himself from his grasp 
and rushed towards the thick jungle, and his wife ran after him. They 
arrived at Nowgong through the forest, and instituted a criminal 


case against the manager. The Superintendent of Police was entrusted 


with the investigation of the case. At the time of the investigation 
the manager stated that Birasa had come to his bungalow of her 
own free will, and that she had been brought twice before: when 
she had been paid in cash, and that she had instituted the suit because she 
had not been paid in cash this time. The Superintendent of Police 
reported that the charge was true. Not satisfied with the police report, 
the Deputy Commissioner commenced an investigation himself. He 
issued summonses to the women who were near Birasa at the time she 
was dragged away. The hearing of the case was fixed for the 5th Novem- 
ber last. The constable who had taken the coolies to the tea-garden was 
entrusted with the service of the summonses. He lost the summonses on 
his way to the garden. This was reported by the Sub-Inspector, but no 
fresh summonses were issued. The Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Gordon, 
came to the tea-garden and took the evidence of two witnesses. On 
the 11th November last the Deputy Commissioner came to the garden on 
his half-yearly inspection. .He summoned Birasa and her husband before 
him and told them to make a compromise. The manager gave the 
coolies Rs. 100 in cash, released them from their agreement to serve as 
coolies, and gave an agreement to the effect that he would not be able 
to institute any suit against them in future. It is easy to see from this 
case what failure of justice takes place in Assam. With what skill did 
the Deputy Commissioner save the manager of a tea-garden guilty of a 
heinovs crime? The just Ohief Commissioner of Assam is requested to 
remove the disgrace that is thus reflected upon the Judicial Department, 
and to make the Judicial Officers of Assam respect law and justice. =~ 
10. The Dainik and Samdchdr Chandriké, of the 9th January, is — 
The Deputy Magistrate of Chitte- inclined to think that Baboo Srinath Bhadra, _ 
gong. the Deputy Magistrate of Chittagong, has 
some tinge of madness about him, or he ‘would not work in his office 
till late at night and torment so many people, suitors, mukhtears, witnesses, _ 
&c. Supposing that he is an opium eater, why should he torture other people 
in the bitter cold of these winter nights? == ks 
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Phe Sansodhint, of the 30th December, says that the standard 
Lew un ceadine Examin- fixed for the Lower .Primary Scholarship 
sition in Chittagong. : Examination, which includes ensuration, 1s 
quite unsuited to the capacities of the candidates for that examination, who 
are generally children of eight or nine years of age. The questions set 
this year on all subjects, with the single exception of Sarirpalana, were 
also very difficult. Again in some places so many as 200 students were 
examined in mental arithmetic in one day, which means that. the 
examination in that subject cannot have been fair to the candidates. 
The Local Board is requested to consider the question of the standard for 
that examination, and to see that proper questions are set. , e 
12. A correspondent of the Chdruvarid, of the 2nd January, says that 
a school has been opened at Putea in 
Mymensingh for the education of the children 
of the cultivators of that place. Putea is a very backward place, and is 
inhabited by Mahomedans of the poorer’classes. No grant has yet been 
sanctioned in aid of the school. - Baboo Adi Nath Mitra, the Deputy 
Inspector of Schools, was applied to on the subject, but to no purpose. 
The Government. and the members of the District: Board are earnestly 
requested to sanction a monthly grant-in-aid for the school, which is satis- 
factorily progressing. iti Hoe Re ae 
18 Another correspondent of the same paper says that a circle  Csaav Vants. 
The Matkhola Circle pathsala in pathsala has been opened at Matkhola at the 
a earnest endeavour of the Local Sub-Inspector 
of Schools. But the work of: instruction is impracticable in a place 
where there is no oneto supply the poor pundit with food. And so 
the food difficulty is leading to frequent changes of ‘pundits. Three 
pundits have been successively appointed, and all three have resigned. A 
circle pundit. gets only Rs. 8a month, and if he has to buy his own food 
out of his poor pay, he will have very little left for other necessary: purposes. 
So this circle pathsala has been without a pundit for the last two months, 
and the upper primary scholarship examination is. drawing near. The 
share 9 ois of Schools should remove the circle pathsala to a more conven- 
lent place. tbl tlie Weenie ic: 


14. A correspondent of the Bangabds?, of the 7th January, says that a 

The high class English high class English school has been . estab- 
Sankibhanga in Burdwen,  * Cished at Sankibh~nga, a village near Satga- 
chia in Burdwan. But the stability of the 

school will depend upon its receipt of a grant-in-aid from Government. - 

15. Another correspondent of the same paper says that Baboo Ram 
— 3 ‘Narain Agasti, the head-master of the Kis- 
singh. Kissoregunge school in Mymen- soregunge school, and the second pandit of 
the local vernacular school, have incurred the 
displeasure of Baboo Mahendra Chandra Mazumdar, Sub-divisional Officer of 
Kissoregunge. It is said that Mahendra Baboo is ill-treating the head- 
master On mere suspicion that the head-master has published serious charges — 
against him in the Zast newspaper. The Deputy Magistrate being the 
Secretary of the School, the interests of the school will suffer if this state of 


A school at Putea in Mymensingh. ° 
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‘will be well if His Excellency’s speech be such as everybody hopes that 
it may be. 


f 


© (e)—Local Self Goveriiment and Municipal Administration. 


17. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 3rd _ January, 
BHUR aD! a says that the candidates for Commissioner- 
contig, Mancipal elections st Bane ships at the late elections in Bankoorah 
ee employed agents to canvass for votes. It is also 
to be regretted that two of the old Oommissioners were not re-elected, _ 
Ounasa: & Pasaxs, 18. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 5th January, does not. object to 
eT om election of 2 i somal as : Municipal 
_A butcher ass Municipal Commis- (Commissioner in Rajshahye on the ground of 
ee his calling, but condemns it beanie the 
butcher is an illiterate and worthless mamas 
Jon. 6th, 1888. 19. A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 6th January, says that 
i aia al the Chairman (a Deputy Magistrate) and the. 
geet ray te —— Vice-Chairman (an immature lad) of the 
Santipore Municipality lately brought a suit against one Baboo Chandra 
Nath Banerjee at the instigation of certain designing individuals, objecting 
to his erection of a narrow open verandah in front of a public street. 
The Magistrate, who tried the case, personally examined the nature of the 
erection in question and decided in favour of Baboo Chandra Nath, 
Now, who is to pay the costs incurred in conducting this case? The muni- 
cipal funds have no doubt been used for this purpose. But is it proper 
that what the poor rate-payers contribute with so much difficulty should be 
thus wasted? The Commissioners, on the occasion of their election, beg 
from door to door for votes; but they forget all their obligation to the rate-. 
payers as soon as they are elected. How is this state of things to be 
corrected? It will not do to say that the rate-payers should be careful in 
their choice of Commissioners ; for the mystery of these. elections is so very 
shameful that one cannot help hesitating to unravel it. of 
mane & Sameenn | 


re 20. The Datnik and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 8th January, 


sa 

Jan. 8th, 1888. that Baboo Ganesh Chandra Chandra, Mr. 
ooghly R. ©. Mittra and other legal practitioners 

have declared the resolution of the Calcutta 
Municipality sanctioning the construction of a new road from the Hooghly 
Bridge to Sealdah to be illegal. Baboo Surendra Nath Banerjee had 
proposed the postponement of the discussion of the subject till the report 
of a Special Committee that is sitting to consider the advisability of making 
the road was made known. But the Municipality has not listened to 
this reasonable proposal, and has, in hot haste, decided to adopt Mr. Cotton’s 
proposal, as if the matter had become so urgent that it could not be. put 
off without bringing some heavy calamity upon the town of - Calcutta. 
But supposing the line of action resolved upon in connection with thé 
proposed road is declared unlawful in a court of j 


sed r declat justice, will not the — 
Municipality find itself involved in endless trouble and expense® = = 


The proposed road from the H 
Bridge to Sealdah. 


(f)—Questions affecting the land. 
SanacHar, 


wake 21. The Sahachar, of the 4th January, referring to the sale of estates 
Oe ee for arrears of land Tevenue, says that Sir 

: Steuart. Bayley should not leave the execution — 

of these sales to the discretion of the Collectors, for all Collectors are pot: 

equally wise or discreet. He should lay ‘ 


down definite rules for theit | 


eI ———— Ol oat oz, eS eS a | a 


guidance, as otherwise serions. mischief may continue to arise from these 
sales as has been the case up to this time, — | vil Uk a Gilacas 
99. The Sanjivans, of the 7th Jannary, has received from areliable son 7u, 1080. 
source ~ — Ts of the oppression : 
ssions committed by » Sub- committed — the Sub-Deputy Collec 
Deputy Oolleetor in a ins ie " entrusted with the Pigs at ts of the BS seam 
ehal, in the Basirhat sub-division, The Sub-Deputy Collector — 
eam at Bilballi about two years ago and began the work of survey. 
Numerous complaints were made to the local Deputy Magistrate 
acainst the manner in which this work was done by him. The Deputy 
Magistrate paid frequent visits to Bilballi for making enquiries, but no good 
was derived from these visits. Upon this the ryote went in large numbers to 
the District Magistrate to object to the manner in which the Sub-Deputy 
Collector was doing his work. But deriving no good from this either, they 
informed the. Commissioner of the. matter, but to no purpose. Upon seeing 
the ryots baffled everywhere, the Sub-Deputy Collector went on doing 
just as he pleased. Land belonging to one person was recorded in the 
name of another; persons who had possessed so many as 20 bighas‘of land 
for several years had not even one bigha recorded in their favour, and lands 
belonging to the ryots in the immediate vicinity of their villages were 
recorded as lying at a distance of 3 or 4 miles therefrom. The rumour 
spread far and wide that the Sub-Deputy Collector and his subordinates 
were doing all this by taking bribes. A criminal suit for bribery was 
brought against the Sub-Deputy Collector, but it was dismissed by the 
Deputy Magistrate. After this the Sub-Deputy Collector began the wor 
of settlement. He made the ryots sign kabuliyats with stipulations to pa 
gradually increasing rents, and in arder to induce them to sign suc! 
kabuliyats he gave them worthless pottahs on common paper. After this 
he tried to make the ryots register their kabuliyats. But the ryots, who 
had by that time come to their senses refused todo so. Warrants then 
began to be issued against the ryots in order to compel them to register the 
kabuliyats. One day the Sub-Deputy Collector went *with some other 
officers and a number of constables to arrest some ryots for. the purpose of 
making them register the kabuliyats. They arrested a low-class man, and 
oppressed him so grievously that the very women present on the spot incited 
their husbands to rescue the man even at the risk of being hanged after- 
wards. The Sub-Deputy Collector admitted in his deposition that the women 
had said so, but he did net state what led them to say so. It transpires 
from the Sub-Deputy Collector’s evidence that when he had gone some 
way he and his party were attacked by 100 or 150 people armed with 
sticks and pieces of bamboo, and that he and his companions saved theai- — 
selves by taking shelter in a house the owner of which helped them to make 
their escape. The Sub-Deputy Collector and his party instituted a suit 
against those persons, and Saran Sardar and four other persons have been 
sentenced by the Deputy Magistrate to one and a half month’s imprison- 
ment, and to give recognisances in the sum of 200 rupees each for not com- 
mitting a similar offence in future. Saran Sardar instituted'a suit in the 
Deputy Magistrate’s Court against the Sul ‘Deputy Collector saying that he 
was 80 severely beaten with a stick by the latter that he fell down senseless, 
Shortly after the issue of orders for the service of summons against the 
Sub-Deputy Collector, the mukhtears of the compl (itis not. knox 
whether at the Deputy Magistrate’s est or in deference to -h 
wishes) refused to conduct the case say e 04 
to pay money. At this the Deputy M 
whether he would be able to pay summons | 
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pe bad no money near him but that his friends might provide him with 


money if informed of the matter, the Deputy Magistrate ordered tha 


.gummions would issue, upon the payment of summons, fee. The case will 
therefore be dismissed if summons fee is not deposited. 


(g)—Raslways and communications including canals and wrigation, — 
98. A correspondent of the Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 29th 
The European ticket-collector in the December, complains of the highhandednes 
Mokameh station. of the European ticket-collector in the 
Mokameh station, Kast Indian Railway. There is only one door for passen- 
gers to go out of the station, and that. door is so narrow that only one man 
can pass out through it at atime. There is consequently great overcrowding 
at the passage. The ticket-collector himself. commits zoolum upon the 
passengers. The correspondent once saw the ticket-collector beat and kick 
a passenger who was unable to produce his ticket because he had already 
dulivered it up. ey, : 
24. A correspondent of hig org save ss Mert 30th December, 
‘ makes the following observations in regard 
| he projected Chittagong Railway :— o 
1. The country on the west of the public road is low, and is some- 
times submerged in flood water. But the country on 
the east of the public road is higher, so much so that 
the cyclone of 1876 could do it no harm, though it 
devastated the country on the west. The line should 
therefore run along the eastern side of the public road. 
The country on the east of the public road being higher than 
that on the west, a line on the east will cost less than one | 
on the west. ’ 
The country on the west being more valuable than that. on the 
east, and having a more numerous population, a line on that 
side will involve the payment of more money in the shape 
of compensation than‘a line on the other side. . 
As regards the proposal to make the line cross the river Fenni — 
near Fenni ghat, it is observed that the river is very broad 
near that ghft, and its banks are subject to landslips 
during the rainy season. Itis therefore doubtful whether 
a bridge erected at that place will stand. The river is 


narrower two and a half miles up the ghat. A bridge. 
constructed there will stand. 


5. If itis thought best to make the line cross the river two or two 
and a half miles to the east of Fenni ghat, the object may be 
attained by carrying the line from the town of Chittagong 
alung the eastern side of the high road. For a line 80 
carried will very likely meet the river at that place, and 
loa besides as straight a line as it will be possible to 
make it. : 


25. The Sahachar, of the 4th January, commends the action of the 


ae ay Indian Daily News in sending a reporter t0 © 

The Terigation Commission. . — Shahabad to take down the padcans a the 
witnesses examined by the Sone Irrigation Commission. The writer is 
convinced that the Shahabad Canal Officers bave been guilty of highhanded- — 
ness, and have cast a slur on the good name of the Government by 
worrying and irritating the poople. It is hoped that Sir Steuart Bayley 
will bring the guilty parties to justice when the report of the Commission #8 | 
published. It is believed that similar oppression is practised in the Midna- 


| ( 43 ) | | 
pore and Orisea Canale, and the strongest hope is expressed that Sir Steuart 
will not, like Sir Rivers Thompson, fail to mend matters there too. = 
96, The Bangabdsi, of the 7th January says that the Krishnagunge 
: station on the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
aac hata Lit 2m js 64 miles from Sealdah. No train runs 
fom Krishnagunge to Sealdah and vice versd at hours convenient for the 
eople of Krishnagunge and the neighbouring places who work in the 
Calcutta offices. Even on Saturdays no trains run up to Krishnagunge at 
convenient hours. The train. which leaves Sealdah at 8-30 p.m. on Saturday 
reaches Krishnagunge after 12 midnight So the passengers have to spend the 
night at the station. The people of those places experience similar inconveni- 
ence in coming down to Calcutta. There being no early train on Monday, 
they are compelled to leave their homes on Sunday in order to be able to 
attend office punctually on Monday. The inbabitants of Ramnagar, Joyram- 
pore, and the neighbouring places suffer more inconvenience on this account. 
The Krishnagunge men suffered no inconvenience when the Darjeeling 
mail train stopped at that station. The railway authorities are requested to 
make some convenient arrangement for the passengers from Krishna- 
unge. : 
z 57. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the want of a 
| road from the steamer ghat in Bongong, 
_ hone eee ee Khulna, to the interior of that village. The 
Local Board sanctioned Rs. 50 some time ago for this purpose, and it has 
been spent in constructing only a small portion of the road. The members 
of the Local Board are requested to sanction a sufficient amount for the 
purpose. The people contribute largely to the Road Oess Fund; but 
‘they have received only Rs. 50 for the construction of this road. : 
28. ~The Datntk and Samachdr Chandrikd, of the 10th January, says Dine & samacaar 
| that on Friday last, one Pormessur. Lall was jo ™ 
charged before the Deputy Magistrate of 
Serampore with having travelled in a railway train without a ticket. The ' 
plea of the defendant was that he had lost his ticket. The Deputy Magis- 
trate called upon him to prove his plea, and on his failing to do so fined 
him Rs. 5. But the sentence of the Deputy Magistrate has certainly been 
unjust. The defendant pleaded loss of the -ticket; and surely loss of ticket * 
cannot be proved, for things are lost without their owner knowing it, or 
other people seeing it. It might be argued’that the accused should have 
proved purchase of a ticket; but everybody knows that it is almost. 
impossible to prove purchase also. In such prosecutions, the burden should 
~ “re the Railway authorities of showing that the accused intended to 
cheat them. : | | fetes : 


A railway case, Jan. 10th, 1888. 


A cartoon. 


dance with a fig 


cribing the evile of the outstill system. The Pioneer attributes. the publica- 
tion of the reports to a desire ry n the p art of f t he “ ‘ See rae ee aL, a rp . 
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popular discontent. The Pioneer also says that. no fresh enquiry is neces. 
sary, because an enquiry has already been made by the Excise Commission, 


but this, it is clear, is not a cortect view of the matter, For Govern. 


_ @ ment does not, as a matter of fact, always succeed in obtaining correct in. 
a — formation about things it inquires about. As rh the reports published 
=> | in the native newspapers, how can the Pioneer, living far way at Allahabad, 
a question the testimony of-men regarding matters happening in their near 
neighbourhood, or before their very eyes? But let the Proncer do or say 
what he may, it is only to be hoped that Sir Steuart Bayley will not suffer 

himself to be misled thereby. a A 1iG) 
Boavwax Sanam. § $1, The same paper says that the Magistrate of Burdwan deputed the 
Jan, 8rd, 1888. ete Assistant Magistrate, Mr, Mackintosh, to 
ee ee ee inquire into the state of the Kathgols ferry, 
of which a correspondent of this paper had complained a few weeks ago, 
The writer of this paper furnished Mr. Mackintosh with the correspondent’s 
name and address, but that officer did not examine the correspondent or 
make any other inquiry. Is this how the District Magistrate's orders are 

carried out ? of 

SaHAcHaR, 32. The Sahachar, of the 4th January, hears that the Divisional 
Jan, 4th, 1888. is pint ere Commissioners have proposed to make over 
ebrererhyoi gine creme Paces " — charge of the public buildings in the mofussil 
to the Local Boards. It will be remembered, however, that so much as 
27 lakhs of rupees were spent upon these buildings last year; and it will 
therefore be monstrous to extend the functions and pecuniary obligations of 
the Local Boards so far for the purpose of decreasing State expenditure. 


The motive with which the Commissioners have made this proposal is not 
good. | 


Commissioners is being held with the view 
of establishing the raison @’étre of these Com- 
‘ missionerships. The fact is that the Commissioners have now to do very little 
work. Tney have no hand in criminal affairs, and the Collectors are 
placed directly under the Board of Revenue. The only work these Commis- 
sioners have tv do is therefore to forward the communications of the 
Collectors to their destination. The abolition of these Commissionerships 
will result in the saving to Government of not less than Rs, 27,000 per 
month. It is desirable therefore to create work for them, and thereby to 
establish the necessity of their existence. | 
Hinpu Ransima, 34, A correspondent of the Hindu Ranjikd, of the 4th January, 


veils oaks - complains of the want of a dispensary at 
on eer Toland. In 1908 B.S. cholera carded at 
more than half the population of that place. The cultivators died in large 
numbers, the quarter inhabited by them being nearly depopulated. Those 

- who survived were so few in number that they were unable to bury or burn 


Divisional Commissioners. 


Jan, 4th, 1888. 
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the dead. It is irue that there are dispensaries at the towns, but it is ime 


possible for the poor cultivators to come from distances of 20 or 30 miles 
to receive medical aid. Dispensaries should therefore be established in the 


mofussil, and a dispensary should, for various reasons, be established at 
Taland. ‘The local zemindar may help in the undertaking. The Govern- 
ment should no lounger remain indifferent in the matter. The members 

of the District Board and the District Collector are earnestly requested #0 
establish a dispensary at a central position, so that the poor villagers may 


receive medical aid. 


ree ae | 35. he Surabhi and P atakd, of the 5th J anuary 9 says that it was 


The Peishwa endowment case. / In the power of Government to cop 


Madhu Rao’s property on the ground of his 


33. The same paper says that a Conference of the nine Divisional _ 


“ 
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| Nion ‘agai st it, but it could not legally y 
ments made bY twas also 


appropriate pr 


Captain 
to vindicate 


l 


There should be one 
or two such engines in every thanna. ‘These 
engines will be of great use in putting down fires and preventing consequent. 
destruction of property. | woe oe 

388. The Prajdbandhu, of the 6th January, .says that by. consistently 
pursuing a policy of doubt and distrust in 
India through a mortal dread of Russia, 
England is digging her own grave. The writer then refers to a rumour 
to the effect that the Press Act will be re-imposed, and observes that a 
consideration of Lord Dufferin’s character gives weight to the rumour. For 
His Excellency’s acts prove him to be a pucca diplomatist, who does everything 
in strict secrecy. The manner in which he imposed the income-tax shows 
that he is quite capable of making an attempt to gag the native press. .He 
does not apparently consider how ill the country will fare if such an attempt 
succeeds. He has it in his power to seal the mouths of the people, but he 
cannot suppress or crush their minds. In those countries where the prees 


Fire-engines in the mofussil. 


Rumours of a new Press Act. 


enjoys no freedom, such as Russia and Germany, the Government-finds-itself 


~ 


face to face with such dangers as ‘Nihiliom and Socialism, As for India, 
she may not be‘in a position to rule ‘herself, but she can very..well,’ invit 

others to rule her. ‘But she will not do so, because she knows how injurious 
political revolutions are, and she-will at all hazards avoid the evils: 4hat 
political revolutions bring ‘in their train. The English - cannot place 
full reliance on the people of India, and, by ing a policy-of distrust, 
are jeopardising their own ‘interests. Nobody in Inte = ahxious to have 
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[7 
Dhuleep has with an undae. sense of their own importance and perhaps 
induce than to create a disturbance. And if the reports of such doings of 
Government reach Dhuleep Singh in Russia will he not feel puffed up, and 
endeavour to secure the favour of the Emperor of Russia? And how will 
it fare with England if Russia is stirred up against her ? ee ae 
89. The Langabdst, of the 7th January, says that, in spite - of the 
ee assurance given by the Viceroy on the occa- 
sion of the passing of the Income-tax Act 
an that care would be taken that the assessment 
and operation of the tax was not attended with oppression, Government is 
taking no notice whatever of the oppression which is being committed in 
the assessment of that tax. Complaints of oppression in this connection 
have been many times brought to the notice of Government without any 


result. The following is quoted from the Has¢ newspaper to illustrate the 
manner in which the Income-tax Act is being worked :— oe 


_. “We just now hear that in the Moulvie Bazar sub-division of the 
Sylhet district sometime ago four persons were kept in civil jail for 
some days under Act VIII of 1880 for non-payment. of income-tax.”” 

This is a Very serious matter, and the writer will wait with anxiety to 
know the real facts in this connection. ) 


40.. The same paper.says that in no other British possession, except 
cua India, does free trade exist. England has 
gucecrnamen eye not succeeded in introducing free trade into 
any one of the seven Australian Colonies. The income derived from. 
the duty on export and import is very large in those colonies. The trade 
of India amounts to 160 crores, and the income derived by Govern- 
ment in the shape of duty on this trade is only 2 crores, that is 3th 
of the total value of the trade. But the smallest income derived in the 
Australian Colonies from export and import duties constitutes ;,th of the 
total value of exports and imports there. India does not therefore want. 
free trade. As there is no free trade in Europe and America, as the 
principle of free trade does not obtain in any of the colonies of Australia, 
and as it is clear that Europe, America and the Australian Colonies are 
nevertheless increasing in prosperity, whilst free-trading India is. gradually. 
losing wealth, how can it be said that. India is deriving any benefit from her 
free trade P oe se Peas 
41. The same paper says that the Government is gradually trying 
obits cations vol thr tna to saddle Local Boards with all district 
pee gg : " expenses. It is stated that the charge 
of repairing some of the public buildings, 

which is now borne by the Public Works Department, has been made oyer 


to the District and Local Boards. But have the Boards income enough 
to pay all these additional expenses ?P 


42. A correspondent of the same paper describes the mischief which 
has been caused by the establishment of an 
outstill at Mashina, a village near Andul, in 
Howrah. The outstill is situated near the 
confluence of the river Saraswati with a canal flowing in a southerly 
direction.‘ The proprietor of the outstill has kept a boat for the. con 
venience of his customers, and a-large number of people are thus able to — 
cross the river without paying the prescribed toll. Respectable people 
live in the immediate neighbourhood of the outstill, and women come to — 
the river to bathe or for water. The drunkards sing obscene songs, make. 
indecent gestures, and disturb the peaceful inhabitants of the village. . 
They also assault people going to the markets or other places. a} A 


Ay 


ian working of the Income-tax 
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The outstill at Mashina near 
Andul in Howrah. 
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Even boys of 8 or 10 years of age have been found dead drunk. The 
Chota Rani, the: widow of Raja Bejoy Keshub Roy Chowdhory, is requested 
to remove the outstill from its present site within her estate. | 

43. The Sanjivant, of the 7th January, recommends that if anybod 
: is appointed to officiate for Justice Romes 
Chandra Mitter Government should show its 

d sense by appointing a native. 

. 4,4, ik enemas of the same paper writing from Palang, Furreed- 
; - pore, complains that the local outstill is a 
great nuisance to the inhabitants of the 
village. Their rest is disturbed at night by the noise which the drunkards 
make. Poor boys out on marketing cannot resist the temptation of 
paying 8 visit to the outstill. Two petitions complaining of all this were 
submitted to Mr. K. G. Gupta, the then District Magistrate of Furreedpore, 

but to no purpose. 

45. The Dacca Prekdsh, of the 8th January, says: that the Salaries 
Commission has recommended the reduction 
of the emoluments of ill-paid and hard-worked 
'men, allowing those of handsomely-paid do-nothing officers to remain 
intact. The pay of the Bengali Translator has been reduced from Rs. 700 
to Rs. 500, a step which has done considerable harm to an able, over- 
worked and talented officer without causing any material gain to Govern- 
ment. The writer suggests that the salaries of the- higher officials should 
he curtailed, and those of their poorly-paid subordinates should be left 
- untouched. : 

46. A correspondent of the same paper says that Jagatbandh 
Ghatak, the collecting member of the 
-punchayet of Outsahi, lately figured in a 
criminal court under the influence of drink and got offended with his 
fellow-villagers for not helping him to come off victorious. To satisfy 
his revenge, he has taken it upon himself to enhance the chowkidari 
tax, without showing that any. necessity for such enhancement exists. He 
has also issued notices against those who have objected to pay: the increased 
rate. It is very unjust that, while the tax is due from everybody, one man 
in particular should be selected out of pure spite and forced to. pay it pilus 
afine. The public and Government will see that Jagatbandhu Ghatak 
| has acted from evil motives. The public of Outsahi desire that a man of 
good character should supplant this man in the punchayet. It would not 
be difficult to find a competent man at Outsahi. The writer begs 
Government to kindly inquire into the matter. He has other disclosures 
to make regarding the Ghatak. 


47. e Som Prakdsh, of the 9th January, says that a Conference of 
a ; -_ Qommissioners is. at present sitting in Calcutta 
Reveme OF She Board of to enquire into the working of the Board of 
Revenue, and probably also to effect such 
reforms as the Board may appear to stand in need of. The writer is glad 
to hear that the Commissioners have been invested with full powers in the 
conduct of this enquiry, and that the Board: will be affected materially by 
the alterations which they are expected to suggest. Ifthe Board is to be 
maintained at all on its present keavy scale, it is necessary that it should 
be thoroughly reorganized. It is very unjust that its decisions should be 
regarded, as they are now, as final. The absolute powers possessed by the 
Board often lead it to act very wrongly. . - ne 


Justice Romesh Chandra Mitter. 


The outstill at Palang, Farreedpore. 


Reduction of salaries. 


A member of a punchayet. 


48. The same paper enumerates India’s: present wants— 
India’s wants, | (1) Her firet want is food. A large 
one meal only, and some among them procure even that 
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with the greatest difficulty. The middle  clasge, 
forming the backbone of the population, consist mostly 
of men of very limited’ means, their incomes not 
exceeding Rs. 10, Rs. 15, or Rs. 25 a month; and 
they have to purchase the necessaries of life at famine 


prices. a 
(2) Her second want is clothing. Whatever may be the state of 
things in this respect in the large towns, the fact is that 
about one-third of the whole population go about with 
only a piece of rag round their loins. 


(8) Her third want is health. Is is no exaggeration to say that 
almost every man is out of sorts owing to the operation of 
: an alien system of medical treatment. _ 
The writer does not mean to say that the people enjoy no happiness 
under British rule. Sa 
To England is certainly due the revival of education in this county, 
the increased facilities of inter-communication, and the security of life and 
property that is now enjoyed. But these advantages will not count for much 
where the chief elements of happiness—food, raiment and health—are 
wanting. What the English have done may be compared to watering a 
tree at the top after cutting away its roots. They have in fact. sucked the 
life-blood of the country. out and simply dazzled the people with deceptive 
appearances. : 
In order to rule well, the sovereign must occasionally sacrifice or defer 
his own interests to those of his subjects. But far from abandonding or even 
temporarily disregarding its own interests, the British Government is always 
giving those interests its first and best attention. The wants of the people 
of India have been repeatedly brought to the notice of Government. The 
rulers of India, however, content themselves with their own well-being, and 
leave their native subjects to their fate however hard it be. If India then is 
really in so much misery, are not the rose-coloured official reports about her 
increased happiness and prosperity like burglaries committed in broad day- 
light ? | 
49. The same paper cites the case of the dik bungalows as an 
instance of the reckless waste of money in the 
er Department of Public Works, The cost of 
these bungalows is not small, but their usefulness is limited to a very smuall 
number of European travellers. The rent that is realized from the occupants 
of these bungalows falls far short of the outlay incurred in their erection 
and maintenance. Officials on tour seldom utilize them, as they carry their 
own tents about with them. Why shoald so much money be spent for the 
convenience of a few travellers ? ee 
50. The Dacca Gazette, of the 9th January, says that a gun foundry 
was started at Mongyhr at the time of Nawab 
Meer Kassim Khan. That foundry still exists, 
Last year 2,263 guns were manufactured there, out of which 2,253 were 
sent to Calcutta. The Monghyr guns are wanting in the perfection and 
finish of the Martini-Henry rifles. Government should encourage this 
industry and teach the gun-makers of Monghyr the art of manufacturing 
guns of the newest type. | 
Ol. The Sanvad Prabhdkar, of the 9th January, says that, though 
ellen Lord Dufferin is an experienced and farsight- 
ed statesman, he has done nothing to amelio- 
rate the condition of the people of India. He has, on the other. hand, 
imposed the oppressive income-tax and waged a wasteful war in Burmah. 
His Excellency is now requested to reorganise the Legislative Councils on 


The Monghyr gun foundry. 


( 49) 


a representative basis, and to adopt the recommendations made by the last 
i ongress. sis te 
ae me Dainik and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 10th January, says — 
that Mr. Westmacott has visited Chanditalla san. 10, ise. 
Outstills in the Howrah and Hooghly to enquire into the outstill question. Suaflici- 
aes ent car has already been sass ~ 
| that the opening of outstills has led to the cheapening of liquor an 
aetelnoren sanioni of intemperance. It is stated that Mr, Westmacott 
will recommend to Government the abolition of the outstill at Chanditalla. 
But Mr. Westmacott should not close his enquiry after visiting only one or two 
places. If he goes visiting all places in the Howrah and Hooghly districts, 
it is certain that he will hear from respectable people everywhere that the 
outstill system is working immense mischief. So, if Government is really 


anxious to save the people from ruin, it should inquire fully and carefully 
into the working of that system. 


II].—LzEGIsLattIve. 


53. The Sahachar, of the 4th January, condemns the proposal to Ponape 
grant pecuniary allowances to Municipal “““**™* 
The proposal to pay Municipal Com- Qommissioners. Self-Government needs not 
wena ~—~to be encouraged by such means. The pro- 
posal to empower the Trades’ Association and the Port Commissioners to 
send their own representatives to the Municipal Corporation is also bad, 
because it will be invidious to allow those bodies to return Commissioners 
without conferring the same power on all native associations and corpo- 
rations. The Anglo-Indian merchants and tradesmen do not constitute 
the entire population of Calcutta. There are rate-payers in every com- 
munity, the number of Anglo-Indian rate-payers being comparatively 
small. Anglo-Indians or Anglo-Indian Associations should therefore enjoy 
no special or exclusive privilege. Indeed, a proposal so unfair may emanate 
from Sir Henry Harrison; but it will not, it is hoped, receive the sanction 
of Sir Steuart Bayley, or the support of the other members of his Council. 
The Indian Association has protested against the proposal, and that 
protest should be supported by everybody. _ 

The cause of Local Self-Government will not be strengthened except 
by making municipal bodies purely and strictly elective, and it is parti- 
cularly necessary that this should be the case in a model municipality like 
that of Calcutta. Anglo-Indian merchants must therefore submit to be 
elected in the ordinary way. The natives do not hate them as they hate 
| the natives, and so the natives will not hesitate to vote for competent-Anglo- 
Indians at the elections. The fact is that the Anglo-Indians evince no 
interest in the. affairs of the municipality, and no amount of pecuniary 
inducement will remove their apathy. 


o4, The Bangabdst, of the 7th January, says that they greatly err cenit 
caked who say that the extirpation of quackery by Jao. 7th, 1888. 
| gt ties passing the proposed Medical Registration Act 

will not place. the poor of Calcutta beyond the reach of medical aid, because 
there are many public hospitals in Calcutta and also a hospital for women. 
where they can be treated. But they that speak in this way with a full 
knowledge of native manners, customs, feelings and ideas may be safel 

called liars. Most of the residents of the town are poor men ; but thongh 


poor, many of them are very respectable people, These poor but respectable 


Hindus will rather die than go to hospitals for treatment; and they will 
Saen suicide if they are asked to send their wives. and daughters to. 


» 
oy 


ospitals. 
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... Dhe desire to maintain honour and- respectability. is also very strong 
among the Mahomedans. No respectable Mahomedan will therefore send hig 
wife er daughter to a public hospital for treatment. Thus the effect of shut 
ting out quacks will be to deprive a.considerable section of the population of 
Calcutta of the benefits of medical treatment. peti 
-. Dr. Birch and. his following are indeed asking for their proposed lay 
in the name of benevolence and perfect disinterestedness. But an attempt, 
it is hoped, will be made to convince Sir Steuart Bayley of their real 
intention. | a ae 

The experienced and farsighted Dr. Sircar, the extraordinarily intelli. 
gent Dr. Guru Das Banerjee, and the shrewd Kali Nath Mittra, who are 
now members of the Bengal Legislative Council, will surely see that the 


only object of the Medical Society in proposing medical registration js 


to extirpate homeopathy. Sir Steuart Bayley, too, is an experienced 
ruler, and he knows how to respect public opinion. He knows well that 
this confederacy of the allopaths has not the sympathy or confidence of the 
majority of the people. an 
55. The same paper says that the practice of selling adulterated 
articles will never cease until strict and rigour. 
Cite tale of adulterated articles 2 ons measures are adopted against it. 4 
bt ay clause has been inserted in the Calcutta 
Municipal Bill prohibiting the sale of all adulterated articles. But if any 
such provision is to be made in the law, surely it should be of a nature which 


‘will prevent it from being practically useless or ineffectual like the Ghee 
Act. | 


56. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the _ : ig & Pe that 
si ae - many improvements, of which the followin 

ee eee abe cadens as instances, have tala 
place in the Calcutta Municipality during the ten years that have elapsed 
since the introduction of the elective system. Money is not now spent as 
before exclusively for the improvement of the English quarter. Dirty places 
in the native quarter are now considerably improved. Taxes are not now 
increased every day as before. Waste of money in the Municipality has 
now considerably diminished, Formerly worthless Kurasians were provided 
with employment under the Calcutta Municipality. But able men are now 
being employed under it, and thus much waste of money is prevented. It 
is now also much easier for the rate-payers to make their complaints known 
to the Municipality than it was under the Justices of the Peace. The 
power of the Chairman has now also considerably diminished. Why, then, 
is the municipal law going to be changed when the existing system has 
resulted in so much improvement within so short a time? Sir Henry Harrison 
has himself admitted that the native Commissioners work hard in the 
interest of the Municipality, and that the elective system has done much good, 
and yet he says that the influence of the native Commissioners should be 
diminished, and has therefore framed the Municipal Bill in a way: which 
will have the effect desired by him. The fact is that Englishmen desire that 
the natives should only pay taxes, and that they themselves should spend 
their money like water. Let Lord Ripon see from England how be 
favourite system of seif-government is faring. aa 


IV.—Native Srarzs. 


57. The Sahachar, of the 4th January, is glad to find that the Secretary 
of State for India in Council has refused the | 
Nizam’s offer of 60 lakhs, with the recom 
mendation that His Highness will utilize the revenues of the Berars® 


The Nizam’s offer. 
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gthening the auxiliary force stationed st Hyderabad. ‘Tho Sectetary 
of Sete has done well. by: allowing himself to be guided by the public opinion 
of this country. He.would have deserved greater praise if’ he lad: not 
imposed the condition relating ‘to the Berars. . Sith sae Vonks 


A 


58, The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 4th Januaty, is of opinion: that 


; Dr. Currie was a victim of the oppression 

Dr. Carrie's expulsion from Bhopal. 544 highhandedness of: the: political. officers 
of Central ‘India. ‘About a year and a half ago Dr. Currie incurred ‘the 
displeasure of Sir Lepel Griffin. He hated the intrigues and highhanded- 


ness of the Agency, and he complained to the Viceroy of Sir Lepel’s 


eccentricities. And Sir Lepel resolved’ to get this troablesome man out 
of his way, and so Dr. Currie was expelled from Bhopal. Dr. Currie isan 
honest and’affable gentleman, who has done great good to the people. of 
Bhopal, and with whom he is very popular.’ And he has been expelled from 
Bhopal lest he should trouble the political officers by exposing their acts 
of oppression and highhandedness. The Pioneer newspaper says that 
Dr. Currie has been expelled from Bhopal by an order of the Begum, 
and that Colonel Ward has only executed the order of the Begum. 
This is not impossible. For the Native Princes are mere tools in the hands 
of the political officers, and no political officer need find any difficulty in 
extorting from a native ruler any order he likes. It is very doubtful, 
however, whether the permission of the Begum was at all taken for expelling 
Dr. Currie. ds vee! ote gua Sis 


V.—PesPEcts OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


59. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 8rd January, 


says that Government is doing serious 
Be Dente | invustice to the poor ryots of Berhies by 
permitting the right bank of the Damodar ‘river to be flooded during ‘the 
rains. The old embankment having been washed away, all the crops are 
destroyed. during the rains in the’ mundations, and the land'there: is 
rendered unfit for cultivation at other seasons by deposits of sand and ‘ by 
the growth of rank weeds, Indeed, the part of the district subject’ to these 
inundations is overgrown with rank vegetation. Gardens ‘ate now 
in consequence turned into dense jungle and have become the haunts of wild 
boars. ‘The writer invites sportsmen to visit these parts, assuring them of 
the support of the villagers and holding out the best hopes of bagging 
excellent game, °° | : EE Ee on Ta | CR ee 
60. A correspondent of the same paper draws attention to the great 
ay eres | _ harm caused by the breach inthe embank- 
wan,” OAnkult embankment, Burd-" ment at Jankuli. ‘Several families 'of poor tyots 
7 have been washed away in the éurrent, the 
crops have suffered excessively, and the land wears “the aspect’ of a satid: 
desert. Several villages are on the verge of ruin. Complaints have bee 
made to Government for the last seven years in succession’ by zemindares, 
talukdars, and ryots, but no notice is taken thereof. A Commission has been 
appointed in Shahabad, but the condition of the ‘Jankuli ‘embankaien 
remains as unsatisfactory as ever. . Government does not listen. to the 
wailings of the weak. The poor people will therefore be com to 
abandon their homes. ~ ; CE A Oe ie 


VI.—Miscerianzovs. 
61. The Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 29th December, si 
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and Forreedpore, praying that the title of * Ruja Bahadur” may be conferred 
on Baboo Chandra Kumar Roy, the ‘son ‘of: the late: illustrious zémindar, 
Baboo Ram Ratan Roy of Narail. If wealth, ‘character, and active benevo- 
lence constitute a claim to honorary’ distinctions, stich distinctions should 
not be withbeld from.the Narailfamily, © © © ° © ° - +> 


Fi A correspondent: of.the same paper 
core nuntious fover at Ulipore in Rring-' ‘reports the prevalence of malarious fever at 
| Ulipore and the: neighbouring villages in 
ae. ea ean he de Ye pee 

. 68.. The Chdruvdrtd, of ree J anne says ~ the -” whieh lately 
ne aes Salone roke out.at’ Mymensingh has burnt down the 
en building occupied by.the,late, Normal school 
and now used by Kali Baboo for the purpose.of his qutcherry.. These 
repeated fires have created something like a panic in the town. If the fires 
are not accidental, the authorities should adopt special precautionary measures 
for preventing them in foture. yea ant sivin dy 
Gume&Mamavor,,. Of The Garib and ee are 2 . — a that a 
Jan, 4th, 1888. OEE aL uropean Magistrate of Debar arrived at a 
eee non: he eee oe ‘Village ‘in the. course .of his .mofussil tour. 

Four Bajput zemindars, who did net know who'he was, didinot salaam. to 

him. For this offence they were arrested.and taken:to the cutcherry and 


were made to run in the sun in the courtyard of the cutcherry salaaming to 
_ the Hakim aj] the while. 


65. The Sehachar, of the 4th January, says that the impartial and 
ee Gk a a truthful Hnglishman newspaper sees nothing 
Conn Englishman and the Netional bot the hand/of a Baboo orator of Calcutta 

ee en ae in: all the meetings that were convened last 
month in all parts of the country -for the: purpose -of sending delegates -to 
the Congress. The Congress was attended by over one hundred Mahomedan 
delegates and only a small section of the Mahomedans of ‘Bengal, and the 
Sayyeds of Aligurh kept. aloof; but the truthful Znylshman says that the 
Mahomedans of Bengal, the North-Western Provinces and the Punjab 
had nothing to do with the movement. The Hon’ble Budruddin Tyabji 
was the President of the Congress, but the 2nglishman. does not consider 
him to be a leading Mahomedan: because he weut to England, and isa 
Barrister of one of the Inns of Court in London. But is not:Mr. Amir 
Ali, who is praised for keeping himself aloof from the Congress, also a 
Barrister and possessed of an English lady for a wife too? The Lnglishman 
does not regard the Hon’ble Mr. Humayun Jah, a member of the Madras 
Council, as a leading Mahomedan on the ground of his English education, 
But is Nawab Abdul Latif, whom the Zxghshman considers to bea 
typical:Mahomedan, ignorant of English? The nglishman seeks to make 
light of the co-operation of the Madras: Mahomedans by pointing to the 
absence, from the Congress of the Nawabs of Arcot and the Karnatic. 
The writer cannot account for the .absence of. these Nawabs. Probabl 
they .are readers of the nglishman, or are connected in some way wit 
Nawab Abdul Lutif and Mr. Amir Ali. But the Hnglishman should. take 
note of this in thie connection that, there are among Mahomedans — 
those who did not join the first Congress but joined. the second, 
and those who did not join the second but joined the third, and those 
who did not join the third Congress but may yet join the fourth ~ 
or the fifth. he fact cannot be denied that the movement is gaining — 
strength year after year to such an putea that in a few years 
hence it will have gained the support of all the different races of India, and 
even of the subscribers and readers of the. Englishman newspaper itself. 
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And-'the time will undoubtedly come when‘even the: Haglishman will learn 
Ang ite traihfully and teiperately about the Ootigréas, 70 
” — 66, The sate’ paper ‘says that the Hon’ble Mr. Budrnddin-Tyabji's  zamcms,. 
ae _ speech will ‘be’: reveived’- with’ satisfaction © by 
> She Ration OS everybody: |’ Thé “writer knew long go 
that the Mahomedans of ‘Bombay ‘did ‘not ’ share the narrow-minded- 
ness of a certain section of the Mahomedans- of Bengal; and he is 
delighted to find’ that.the Madras Mahomedans areas public-spirited as 
their Bombay. co-religionists. ‘Even evil-minded Anglo-Indians will now 
understand from .the Hon’ble Mr. Tyabji’s speech that the greatest ‘benefit 
will result both to Government ‘and to the: country. from this National 
Congress. It. is to. the’ educated that Government should look for advice 
as the Governor of Madras, Lord Connemara, said..a few. days ago. The 
writer could very. well anticipate: the success: which. has attended the last 
Congress.. The second Congress was better: managed .than the first; the 
third has been still better than the second ; dnd the highest anticipations 
may be formed regarding the fourth which will take place next year. The 
Anglo-Indians this year showed less. hostility: and: greater friendliness. 
Mr. Norton, the principal member of the: Madras. Bar and the leader of: the 
Anglo-Indian community of that capital, gave his cordial enpport to the 
movement. :Mr. Hume does’ not now stand alone as..a friend: of: the 
natives. Mr.. Tyabji, the President of the Congress, gave ont that many 
Anglo-Indians of high position are very favourably: disposed towards ‘the 
movement, and Mr. Norton said the same thing.) This warrants the cherish- 
ng of the highest and brightest hopes for the future.,.: The Mahomedans 
have co-operated: more largely, the Anglo-Indians have’ shown more 
olerance, and the. Eurasian community of Madras, with Mr: Gantz, the 
President of. the local Hurasian Association, have actually -joined the move- 


Utopian object. 
67. The 


Medical registration, 


tered medical practitioners 8 


- Sonasar & Pataxa, 
Jan. 5th, 1888 
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a : 
al . ers. will .be.. benefited, for. if their dues: at 
post 0 ) they ) 
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_ the newspeper proprietors for a small 


ieee . * : es 
(8). The post-office will gain by. the increase of the’ number’ o 


subscribers which will. inevitably follow from the facilities afforded bythe 


proposed arrangement for the transmission of subscriptions... © 
90. ~The same paper says that — is ‘very ce hope ha hie 
| : - ment’s attending to the prayer of those who 
Feangntion of cow-slenene-; .. ... dedine to prevent cow-slaughter.: The Chris. 
tian people who possess a) special predilection for cow's flesh -will ng 
certainly put down the practice. of cow-slaughter by legislation.. Moreover 
the Queen of England, on the occasion. of taking direct charge of the 
Indian Empire, bound herself not to interfere with the-religion and customs 
of her subjects. The Mahomedan and Ohristian communities: in. this 


‘country. may therefore take: exception: to anything that Government may 


do to prevent cow-slaughter at the instance of the Hindus. The wisex 
-plan for the ‘Hindus to follow will be not to depend .on Government, 
ut to exert themselves to:remedy the evils that result from the:practice in 
uestion. The decrease and deterioration of cattle in this country is no 
oubt due in a great measure to the practice of cow-slaughter; but do not 
the Hindus materially encourage this evil practice by themselves supplying 
‘the animals required for slaughter? Again, cow-slaughter is not the only 


‘cause of the decrease of cattle in acountry. If it had been so,. not a cov 


would now have been living in such countries as England, where’ cows ate 
claughtered for food. Why again does cattle thrive:so well in beef-eating 


‘countries like England and degenerate and die in India,. where beef is 


never used by the Hindus? The. cause of this striking. difference is that 
the. rearing of cattle is nowhere neglected to such an extent as in India, @ 
Ifthe Hindus rear their. cattle with greater care, all fear of the extinction J 
of the bovine .race, and all inconvenience arising from the diminution of 
their number, will be removed. . It is every Hindu’s duty therefore not to 
content himself with making representations to Government, but to exert 
his utmost to improve the breed of his country’s cattle. ae NT 
. There are pow no broad and regular pasture grounds for cattle in this 
country. Every effort should be made to remove this serious want. Those 
native ascociations which’ are interested in the preservation of cattle should 
urge upon Government the necessity of providing pasturage in every town 
and. village by exercising the necessary pressure upon the zemindan 
who have made fearful encroachments upon pasture land in the county 
for the sake of increasing their rent-rolls, Government will also be a great 
loser by the complete extinction of cattle through negligent reariag, 
for beef forms the principal food of the European troops in India. — 
1s therefore interested in the preservation of cattle, and it will. . therefore 
gladly pass a law for the maintenance of pasturage in the country. —=—— 
71. The same paper says that so strong a. political union of all 
i eae parts of India as has been exhibited in the Con- 
aie cess ss sogress’ was not seen.in India three years go. 
This is a consummation which is owing entirely to English influence io 
this country, and Englishmen should be proud of it. A sight so grand an¢ 
delightful could not have been seen in India after a thousand years of 
oppressive foreign domination, except for the spirit of cultured freed, ob 
patriotism which England has communicated to the people of India.’ .. The 
writer expresees his heartfelt gratitude and offers his best thanks to the Britis! 
— for the boon of education which is bearing such excellent fruit 
in In | agit 


( 5B) 2 
72,. The -Bangabdet, of the 7th: January, complains of ‘the ansuffi- — 


ba i oi. - fiency of pasture lands for cattle in Bengal. 

“Want of pasture lands in Bengal. ‘Ference. eee were pasiure ‘lands Ii ‘every 
village, but they are now very rare. ‘The zemindars are mostly seapansiale 
for this, because it is they that have converted pasture land into.arable 
land for the sake of increased reot., This diminution of the area of pasture 
land in ‘the country is‘seriously. affecting the cattle in this country. overn- 
ment should insist upon zemiadars the necessity of reserving sufficient, 


sd 


pasture land in every village 


fhe health of cows suffers when they cannot go about grazing. Exercise 
ig-as- necessary to cows asit isto men. But the pound system, under which 
cattle found straying ‘about is impounded, is ‘preventing people from letting 
their cattle out te graze, -and so cattle so ‘losing ‘health from. ‘want a i 
exercise. Stallion bulls‘are also very ‘rare now-a-days. Sacrificial bulls: 
were-formerly considered ‘sacred, and ‘so they went about. gruwing and 
begetting healthy cattle. But they’are ‘now employed ‘by municipalities :to 
draw ‘scavenger carts, and so God-fearing people are giving up the’pra ctice 
of using bulls for sacrificial purposes, 8 there are nuw no strong stallion 
bulls -in the country, and the breed of cattle is therefore deteriorating. © 


93, Referring to Lord Duff-rin’s recent visit to the ex-King of Oudh’s 
bares Sa Wh Palace at Muchikhola, tiesame paper says :-~ 
Lord Dufferin’s visit to Muchi- “ Heaven knows what feelings arose in the 
hol. ee mind of His |ordship on seeing the present 
deplorable condition of the palace. Do English officials derive.any pleasure 
from visiting scenes of misery 2 The Viceroy never paid.a visit to Muchikhola 
during the life-time of the ex-King ; he has visited it after his death.. Wat 
does this mean P” . ite nye. eae de lh yuan 


- 74. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the oppréséion 
eee and high-handedness of Hyder Jan Chowdlity; 
ee son of the late Azim Chowdhry of Pubna. ‘I 
is stated that Hyder Jan has been trying for the last six’ years ‘ito enhance | 
rent by illegal means, He has engaged a number of Jattials, and is compell- 
ing his ryots by force to pay tiigher rent than what was paid to ‘his father. 
Some time ago an attempt of histodistrain crops without the permission of 
a Civil Court and with the ‘help of this da¢é#als met with violent resistance, 
and-one of the ryote died in the affray. Hyder Jan refuses to. grant endb 
dakhilas as are prescribed in the Tenancy Act for rents paid by the: ryota, 
aod the ryots ‘have therefore declined to pay rent. But Hyder..Jan 4s 
trying to bring the ryots round and to recover rent by force.  But-euch:a 
couree is likely to lead to:anotber bloodshed. Most of ‘his ryate live mear 
his house, and they therefore fear to lodge complaints against tiim at‘ the 
tnana, lest they should incur his displeasure. Tne. police afficers : too ave 
friendly ‘to the z>mindar, The present Sub-Inspeator-of the Dolaithannais 
requested to do his: duty impartially. Lhe Magistrate of Pubna isalso 


requested to save the ryots from ‘oppression at the hands of their gemindar, 
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‘Hyder Jan Chowdhry, and te ask ‘the latuer to 
to just and valid complaimts of his ryots. |. 


75. The Sanjivant, of the 7th January, ref rrring to the b estowal 


¥ 


‘Dr Rajendralal Mitter as Rajah. the title of Ra ab upon Dr. BR . | Pn iat a 4 Mm er, 
| Loe tt ay» SHYS that it ls not much thet 4 mua, who 
Known all over the world for his learning bas received! that’ title: “Bit 
'8 Dot good to confer titles of ttis’ kind upon learned’ scholats. ‘Yt idde 
uopleasant to 8 Dr R y d il lt MEE Se ee wns Ger Sy) ie Te ee are Pees 
ee Ur. tajendralal made-a Rajah as’ it is to Aifre 
Tennyson made a Lord, fs ee ae SENET 6. 
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Samra, 76. The same paper does not know how to thank the Chief Oom. 
Ae ee ccaclic wanes, ss «~Cté«UMMissier of Assam for his cancelling the 
i 7° agreements of two respectable women who 

were decoyed to atea-garden. ~ = ue. | 

Sou Pasxasn, =» s“s«”77..- A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 9th January, draw, 
= pan Santi: attention to an outbreak of cholera ip 
pore. ) 2 _ §antipore and its neighbourhood, and warns 
wed local authorities to take precautionary measures to prevent its pre- 

es nce. ones | | 

Mavavisuacan 78. The. Navavibhdkar Sddhérani, of the 9th January, sayy that 
Jen. 9b, 188% in these days the coolie-decoying scare hag 
gees taken the place of the kidaapping scare 

which existed in this country many years ago. And this coolie-decoying 

scare has become a source of constant uneasiness to low-class people, 
Government has encouraged coolie oppression by passing the Coolie Emi- 

gration Act. Ignorant people do not understand the law; nor have 

they the means of going to. Court for violations of that law. All this 

has emboldened coolie recruiters to commit greater oppression than before, 

It is stated by way of illustration that one Kangal Poddar, a released 

convict of Gobindapore, Amlapara, Lalbazar, in the Manbhoom. district, 

lately induced two women of his village, the only daughters of their 

fathers, to come with him to Calcutta, and has since sent them by rail 

to Dhubri. He had their names registered as coolies by threatening 

them with imprisonment in case they did not say yes to anything they 

might be asked. They were then sent by steamer to the tea-garden of 

the Assam Oompany at Nazira in Sibsagar. Tnese: poor women cried 

all the time they were in the steamer, and did not eat anything. Their 

or fathers are unable to obtain the discharge of their daughters. This 

Kangal Poddar has decoyed many other people of bis village to the tea- 

gardens. Government should put an end to this oppression of poor people 
who believe that it will save them from every danger. - : ene 


Dante & Simactan 79. The Dainik and — nage hig of the _ : ge says 
‘ a that. when the famous bombay barrister 
ee ses ti se Mr. Anstey, was arguing the great Wababi 
case, he declared that if Ameer Khan and Hashmadad Khan happened 
to die in prison, the entire responsibility for their death would be Lord 
Mayo’s. Now Ameer Khan and Hashmadad Khan were only two wealthy 
Mussulman subjects of the Empress. But this innocent ex-King Theebaw 
is a much higher personage, and it is clear to whom the far graver respon- 
sibility for his death, if his incarceration hastens his death, will belong. 
It will.in fact be better if Theebaw should now die. Death will put an end 
to his sufferings ; his only hope now lics in death, for with him life is now 
worse than death itself. | 
Damm & Samacnan 80. The same says that the Hnglishman’s object in comparing ver 
Cuampaixa. The Englishman and tho native CUlar news papers to Irish newspapers and 
press. a declaring them to be as disloyal in tone: a8 . 
the latter, is only to induce Government to re-introduce the Gagging Act. 
But Lord Dufferin, it is certaia, will see through the Englishman's secret 
motive. He will also understand what harm is done to the British Govern- — 
ment by Anglo-Indians like the editor of the Hnglishman. That 
is to say, he will understand that the Anglishman is endeavouring to injure 
the British Government by creating distrust and disluyalty where nothing — 
but perfect trust and loyalty'now exist. If these Anglo-Indians do not 
receive their deserts here on earth, it is certain that they will not be able 
to escape Divine justice. ee ~ 
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- Gi; The Dacca Gasette, of the 9th Januaty, is glad to find that D*co Gamrm, 
Gooey Se aaa Government has rewarded the liberality of °~ _— 
Te Rene ween Baboo Gobind Lal - Roy, zemindar of Rung- 
pore, and the ripe scholarship of Dr. Rajendralal Mittra by coriferring on 
them the title of .“ Raja Bahadoor.” The most striking feature of the 
distribution of honours this year was that many really deserving men have 
heen rewarded. It is’ also wrong to suppose that Government does 
not reward political agitators,. The Chairman of the Poona Sarvajanik 
Sabha, the leading political association in the country, has been honoured 
with the Companionship of the Indian Empire. eek, aie : 


Assam Parzns, 
82. The Silchar, of the 2nd January, says that 40 years ago the 


total revenue of India amounted to 40 crores, 


The financial policy of Government. : ave 
spec Borie: "and that revenue was more than sufficient for 
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in ‘the latter. ‘Tnese. figures. show the ‘great havoc:thatiwine is doing in 
Upper Assam. .'The labouring population of Sylhet and Cachar are literally 
steeped in ‘wine-and ganja. In Sylhet ganja seems to have got the better 
of wine. ‘In:Oachar‘there is one outefill to every 4,990: persons with 
an annual consumption of 137,510 gallons of wine. ‘To this must be 
added ‘the large quantities of imported wine. And ismot even this enough 
ts chowsheis Onehiar is ‘really steeped'in wine? ==. + | se : 
84, ‘The same paper says: vr gt fimber cap tg | oe is. euffering 
_,... ‘seriously owing to the regulations of the 
ee Y Dabeivenint imposing heavy charges. 
on those who fell timber trees for trading purposes. The charge for 
first class timber is 4 annas per ‘square foot, for second class timber 8 
annas, and for third class timber 1 anna. Itsometimes happens that dealers 
in timber do not get enough to pay ‘these: charges even ‘by selling 
off their whole ‘stock; and in those cases where they are obliged to pay 
bribes, they have to do so out of their own pockets. It isa matter of great 
regret that people living in the ‘jungles should feel the want of firewood ‘0 
keerly. Firewood (Sundari) m Oalcutta sells at the rate of three maunds 

per rupee, ‘but it is hard to get it at that rate in’ Cachar. This is hke:sitting 
on the sea-shore and yet dying of ‘thirst. All this is ‘the outcome of ‘the — 
heavy charges spoken of. The forest rules in Upper Assam are very tatis- 
factory. If the:same rules are applied to Cachar, timber dealers will be 
benefited ; otherwise their trade will ‘be soon ruined. Signs of decay are. 
already noticeable.’ But Government cates only for its own profit and forgets 
all other considerations. eae | sibel it e908 
85. The same paper ‘says that it is not true, as many ‘people think, 
ears . that the ‘agitation of grievances, through the 
me he native ‘press and the Govern: medium of the : press, leads ‘to their removal. 
Bes [sit to be hoped, for instance, that the writer's 
recent suggestion regarding ‘the employment of kavirajas in charitable 
dispensaries and public ‘hospivals willbe carried out by Government? The 
writer also lately brought to ‘public notice tie fact that Basunta Baboo, the 
Jailor of Silchar, ‘had built a bungulow for his own ‘use, worth about Rs. 500, 
and ‘had employed convicts in its construction.. But has Government done 
anything in this matter? The: Local Deputy Commissioner ‘has not-even 
made an‘enquiry. It remains to'be seen what the ‘Chief Commissioner does. — 
86. The same papersays ‘that Baboo Gagun ‘Cnundra Dutta, Sube 
~~ - --- Inspector of ‘Schools, ‘applied for pension — 

rate erevances of @ School Sub- fully uw year ago, but his application has 

inspector. , wae ee | : see 

at -received no: attention as yet. ‘This ‘is due 
probably to the neglect of the Inspector of Schools, or to the indifference, of 
the Assam Government. ‘Whatever the cause may be, the writer will be 
glad to see that the Baboo’s pension is granted. : | OE aE 
87. The same paper says that there are some people (Mr. Wilson, 
en the Inspector of Schools, being notably ope’ of 
them) who feel vexed-if any reference 4s made 
- -to the vagaries of Baboo Grish Chunder Dat, | 
the Deputy Inspector of Schools. The writer relates the following incident 
to remove the misconception which -these men are’ labouring under in regan 
to Grish Baboo. There:is-a pathshala at Bikrampore attended by 11 poy! 
reading only the Bengali primers. The guru of the pathshala is ad 
inhabitant of that place.’ The guru recommends the abolition of ‘the 
pathshala, but Grish Faboo insists upon maintaining it. And why? Grish 
Baboo abolished the Barkhala school which had 45 students, and why doe 
he keep up a school with only 11 boys who are learning only the A BO 
of Bengali. There must be some mysterious cause for this. As regards the 
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Baboo Grish Chunder Dutt, Deputy 
Inspector of Schools, Caghar. — 
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:n which Grich Baboo performs his inspection work, the writer says 
oa visited the Gumrah pafhshala once on the 5th of November 1886,. 
and the next time he visited that echool was in December of the following y 
He does not inspect schools personally, nor does he permit the Sub-linspect 
to go out very far on inspection duty. The difficulty which one man must expe- 
ence in personally inspecting eo many echools does not seem to enter into 
Grish Baboo’s heads otherwise he would not have tried to curry favour with 
Government by showing a saving of Rs. 20 to the grave detriment of 
inspection work. The sooner Grish Baboo is removed, the better will it 

e for Cachar. ee 

8 The same paper says that the condition of the Natanpore 
road between Burunga and Kalain is very 
unsatisfactory, as the bamboo culverts are 
‘na dilapidated state and the road has been encroached upon and made 80 
narrow that it is impossible for a borseman and a pedestrian traveller to 
walk side by side. ‘The repairs have been badly executed, as the hollows 
on the roadway have been left as they were. Money has been wasted 
without any beneficial result. As a matter of fact, the affairs of the Public 
Works Department have been in a very disordered condition since the 
departure of Bholanath Baboo. 

9, The Paridarshak, of the 2nd January, says that Priya Nath 
Baboo, the District Engineer of Sylhet, 
appointed Hari Bhushan Baboo to the post of 
second accountant on a salary of Rs. 60 
in spite of numerous objections, and stated at that time that Hari Bhushan 

Baboo was best fitted for the post. Now, however, be is going to dismiss 
Hari Bhushan Baboo. Has Hari Bhushan Baboo ceased: to flatter the 
istrict Engineer after securing the appointment ? 

When the necessity of constructing a drain on one side of the 

harkhi road was pointed out to the District Engineer some time ago, he 
had scornfully rejected the suggestion ; but he has now himself constructed 
a drain 125 yards long at that place. 
90. A correspondent of the same paper objects to the appoint- 
Niki ioe Bae ment of Baboo Prasanna Kumar Mozam- 
pal? obilee High School at Sunam- ws Pa, His — - a Master of the 
ubilee h School at Sunamgunge in 
sg Some B.A’ . of Sylhet applied for the post, and thet iakes 
ave been overlooked in favour of this outsider from Dacca. Their applica- 
tions were rejected on the ground that they profess other religions and 
belong to other castes. It is a pity that caste prejudice, which constitutes 
80 serious a defect in the Bengali character, has begun ‘to influence even the 
enlightened Education Department. Prasanna Baboo is the son-in-law of an 
infloential man, and probably owes his appointment to recommendation. — 


? 


OHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


The state of the Natanpore road. 


Priya Nath Baboo, Engineer of 
Sylhet. 


BENGALI TRaNsLatoR’s Orvior, | 
The 14th January 1888. 
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